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Suﬁsm formed one of the cultures of resistance which has existed in the social fabric of Persia since
antiquity. Such resistance continues to manifest itself today with many looking to Suﬁsm as a model
of cooperation between East and West, between traditional and modern. 'Suﬁsm in the Secret History of Persia' explores the place of Suﬁ mysticism in Iran's intellectual and spiritual consciousness
through traditional and contemporary Suﬁ thinkers and writers. Suﬁsm in the Secret History of Persia
examines the current of spirituality which extends from the old Iranian worship of Mithra to modern
Islam. This current always contains elements of gnosis and inner knowing, but has often provided impetus for socio-political resistance. The study describes how these persisting pre-Islamic cultural and
socio-religious elements have secretly challenged Muslim orthodoxies and continue to shape the nature and orientation of contemporary Suﬁsm.
Rabi‘a al-‘Adawiyya is a ﬁgure shrouded in myth. Certainly a woman by this name was born in Basra,
Iraq, in the eighth century, but her life remains recorded only in legends, stories, poems and hagiographies. The various depictions of her – as a deeply spiritual ascetic, an existentialist rebel and a romantic lover – seem impossible to reconcile, and yet Rabi‘a has transcended these narratives to become a global symbol of both Suﬁ and modern secular culture. In this groundbreaking study, Rkia
Elaroui Cornell traces the development of these diverse narratives and provides a history of the iconic Rabi‘a’s construction as a Suﬁ saint. Combining medieval and modern sources, including evidence
never before examined, in novel ways, Rabi‘a From Narrative to Myth is the most signiﬁcant work to
emerge on this quintessential ﬁgure in Islam for more than seventy years.
One of the distinguished schools of Islamic spiritual discipline, the Naqshbandi Suﬁ Order has a long
and illustrious history from the ﬁrst days of Islam. Led by the shaykhs of the Golden Chain-inheritors
of spiritual knowledge from Prophet Muhammad-the Naqshbandi Order has always played a central,
pivotal role in the life of people in the Muslim world and survived the turmoil and tribulations of the
past century to remain one of the few authentic mystical traditions maintaining a living link with its
ancient past. The extraordinary vision of the Naqshbandi Saints was manifest in their establishment
of ﬁxed devotions and daily practices ﬁrmly rooted in the Qur'an and Sunnah of the Prophet. These
practices have enabled devout seekers to awaken certainty of belief and to attain stations of nearness to the Divine Presence. The renewed prominence of this order at the turn of the 21st century,
due to the indefatigable striving of Mawlana Shaykh Muhammad Nazim al-Haqqani, signals an impending change to our society in which aspirants to Divine Service will be granted to transcend the

bounds of the physical senses in order to fulﬁll the unexplored potential in each human heart. The
Naqshbandi Devotions are a source of light and energy, an oasis in a worldly desert. Through the
manifestations of Divine Blessings bestowed on the practitioners of these magniﬁcent rites, they will
be granted the power of magnanimous healing, by which they seek to cure the hearts of mankind
darkened by the gloom of spiritual poverty and materialism. We pray that each person who picks up
this book of devotions with sincere intention to observe any of its eﬃcacious practices will receive a
portion of the blessings and manifestations bestowed on the greatest saints of earlier times.
This rare and remarkable book brings together the life and teachings of eight torch-bearers of
Suﬁsm -- among them Rabia, Abu Hasan, Junnuna Misri and Sachal. An inspired and elevating work
from the pen of Sadhu Vaswani, the book oﬀers us the distilled wisdom and devotion of Suﬁsm. The
Suﬁ saints can indeed teach us valuable truths that will help us discover the true meaning and purpose of our life upon this earth.
Presents entries A to L of a two-volume encyclopedia discussing religion around the globe, including
biographies, concepts and theories, places, social issues, movements, texts, and traditions.
Written in Judeo-Arabic in eleventh-century Muslim Spain but quickly translated into Hebrew, Bahya
Ibn Paquda's Duties of the Heart is a profound guidebook of Jewish spirituality that has enjoyed tremendous popularity and inﬂuence to the present day. Readers who know the book primarily in its Hebrew version have likely lost sight of the work's original Arabic context and its immersion in Islamic
mystical literature. In A Suﬁ-Jewish Dialogue, Diana Lobel explores the full extent to which Duties of
the Heart marks the ﬂowering of the "Jewish-Arab symbiosis," the interpenetration of Islamic and Jewish civilizations. Lobel reveals Bahya as a maverick who integrates abstract negative theology, devotion to the inner life, and an intimate relationship with a personal God. Bahya emerges from her analysis as a ﬁgure so steeped in Islamic traditions that an Arabic reader could easily think he was a Muslim, yet the traditional Jewish seeker has always looked to him as a fountainhead of Jewish devotion.
Indeed, Bahya represents a genuine bridge between religious cultures. He brings together, as well, a
rationalist, philosophical approach and a strain of Suﬁ mysticism, paving the way for the integration
of philosophy and spirituality in the thought of Moses Maimonides. A Suﬁ-Jewish Dialogue is the ﬁrst
scholarly book in English about a tremendously inﬂuential work of medieval Jewish thought and will
be of interest to readers working in comparative literature, philosophy, and religious studies, particularly as reﬂected in the interplay of the civilizations of the Middle East. Readers will discover an extraordinary time when Jewish, Christian, and Islamic thinkers participated in a common spiritual
quest, across traditions and cultural boundaries.
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Medieval Islamic Civilization examines the socio-cultural history of the regions where Islam took hold
between the seventh and sixteenth century. This important two-volume work contains over 700 alphabetically arranged entries, contributed and signed by international scholars and experts in ﬁelds
such as Arabic languages, Arabic literature, architecture, art history, history, history of science, Islamic arts, Islamic studies, Middle Eastern studies, Near Eastern studies, politics, religion, Semitic
studies, theology, and more. This reference provides an exhaustive and vivid portrait of Islamic civilization including the many scientiﬁc, artistic, and religious developments as well as all aspects of daily life and culture. For a full list of entries, contributors, and more, visit
www.routledge-ny.com/middleages/Islamic.
This volume represents the ﬁrst trilateral exploration of medieval scriptural interpretation. During
the medieval period the three exegetical traditions of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam produced a
vast literature, one of great diversity but also one of numerous cross-cultural similarities.
This history of Middle Eastern women is the ﬁrst to survey gender relations in the Middle East from
the earliest Islamic period to the present. Outstanding scholars analyze a rich array of sources ranging from histories, biographical dictionaries, law books, prescriptive treatises, and archival records,
to the Traditions (hadith) of the Prophet and imaginative works like the Thousand and One Nights, to
modern writings by Middle Eastern women and by Western writers. They show that gender boundaries in the Middle East have been neither ﬁxed nor immutable: changes in family patterns, religious rituals, socio-economic necessity, myth and ideology—and not least, women’s attitudes—have
expanded or circumscribed women’s roles and behavior through the ages.
Provides an insight into the everyday lives of Suﬁ devotees of the eighth-eleventh centuries and the
moral and ethical dilemmas they were facing. This work invites the reader to explore the world of Islamic ascetic and mystical piety.
Women have traditionally played a vital part in Islam throughout Central Asia - the vast area from
the Caspian Sea to Siberia. With this ground-breaking and original study, Razia Sultanova examines
the experiences of Muslim women in the region and the ways in which religion has shaped their daily
lives and continues to do so today. 'From Shamanism to Suﬁsm' explores the fundamental interplay
between religious belief and the cultural heritage of music and dance and is the ﬁrst book to focus
particularly on the role of women. Based on evidence derived from over ﬁfteen years of ﬁeld work,
'From Shamanism to Suﬁsm' shows how women kept alive traditional Islamic religious culture in Central Asia, especially through Shamanism and Suﬁsm, even under Soviet rule when all religion was
banned. Nowhere was the role of women more important than in the Ferghana Valley in Uzbekistan,
the cradle of female Islamic culture and a centre for women's poetry and music. This area is home to
the 'Otin-Oy', a sisterhood of religiously educated women and members of Suﬁ orders, who take a
leading part in rituals, marking the pivotal moments in the Islamic calendar and maintaining religious practices through music and ritual dances. Sultanova shows how the practice of Islam in Uzbekistan has evolved over time: long underground, there was a religious resurgence at independence in
1991, boosting national Uzbek identity and nationalism - 500 new mosques were built - only to be followed by a return to persecution by a repressive state under the banner of the 'war against terror'.
Now events have come full circle, and once again covert worship by women remains crucial to the
survival of traditional Muslim culture. Ritual and music are at the heart of Central Asian and Islamic
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culture, not only at weddings and funerals but in all aspects of everyday life. Through her in-depth
analysis of these facets of cultural life within Central Asian society, 'From Shamanism to Suﬁsm'
oﬀers important insights into the lives of the societies in the region. The role of women has often
been neglected in studies of religious culture and this book ﬁlls an enormous gap, restoring women
to their rightful historical and cultural context. It will be essential reading for anyone with a serious
interest in the History or Religion of Central Asia or in Global Islam.
This book is designed to take people on the ﬁrst steps in understanding Islam and the way that Muslims think and see the world. It grows out of extensive experience of teaching the course on which it
is based.
A classic, pioneering account of the lives of women in Islamic history, republished for a new generation This pioneering study of the social and political lives of Muslim women has shaped a whole generation of scholarship. In it, Leila Ahmed explores the historical roots of contemporary debates, ambitiously surveying Islamic discourse on women from Arabia during the period in which Islam was
founded to Iraq during the classical age to Egypt during the modern era. The book is now reissued
as a Veritas paperback, with a new foreword by Kecia Ali situating the text in its scholarly context
and explaining its enduring inﬂuence. “Ahmed’s book is a serious and independent-minded analysis
of its subject, the best-informed, most sympathetic and reliable one that exists today.”—Edward W.
Said “Destined to become a classic. . . . It gives [Muslim women] back our rightful place, at the center of our histories.”—Rana Kabbani, The Guardian
This eye-opening, insightful exploration of Suﬁsm, the spiritual tradition that has supported Islam for
more than a thousand years, shows why it oﬀers a promising foundation for reconciliation between
the Western and Muslim worlds. Many Americans today identify Islam with maniacal hatred of the
West. The Other Islam transforms this image and opens the way to ﬁnding common ground in our
troubled times. Suﬁsm, a blend of the mystical and rational tendencies within Islam, emerged soon
after the revelation of Muhammad. A reforming movement against the increasing worldliness of Muslim society, it focuses on Islam’s spiritual dimension. Described as “Islam of the Heart,” Suﬁsm has
attracted adherents among both Sunni and Shi’a Muslims, as well as Jews, Christians, Hindus, and
Buddhists. In The Other Islam, Stephen Schwartz traces the origins and history of Suﬁsm, elucidates
its teachings, and illustrates its links to the other religions. He comments on such celebrated Suﬁ poets and philosophers as Rumi and Al-Ghazali, and narrates their inﬂuence on the Kabbalah, on the
descendants of the Jewish philosopher Maimonides, and on Christian mystics like Saint John of the
Cross and Saint Teresa of Ávila as well as the American transcendentalists. Furthermore, Schwartz
presents a fresh survey of Suﬁsm in today’s Islamic world, anticipating an intellectual renaissance of
the faith and alternatives to fundamentalism and tyranny in Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Iran.
Islamic civilization ﬂourished in the Middle Ages across a vast geographical area that spans today's
Middle and Near East. First published in 2006, Medieval Islamic Civilization examines the socio-cultural history of the regions where Islam took hold between the 7th and 16th centuries. This important
two-volume work contains over 700 alphabetically arranged entries, contributed and signed by international scholars and experts in ﬁelds such as Arabic languages, Arabic literature, architecture, history of science, Islamic arts, Islamic studies, Middle Eastern studies, Near Eastern studies, politics, religion, Semitic studies, theology, and more. Entries also explore the importance of interfaith relations
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and the permeation of persons, ideas, and objects across geographical and intellectual boundaries
between Europe and the Islamic world. This reference work provides an exhaustive and vivid portrait
of Islamic civilization and brings together in one authoritative text all aspects of Islamic civilization
during the Middle Ages. Accessible to scholars, students and non-specialists, this resource will be of
great use in research and understanding of the roots of today's Islamic society as well as the rich
and vivid culture of medieval Islamic civilization.
Combines Western theories of the sublime (from Longinus to Lyotard) with indigenous Indian modes
of reading in order to construct a comprehensive theory of both the Indian sublime and Indian devotional verse.
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Islam preaches compassion, charity, humility, and the brotherhood of man. And the similarities don’t
end there. According to Islamic teaching, Muhammad founded Islam in 610 CE after the angel
Gabriel appeared to him at Mecca and told him that God had entered him among the ranks of such
great biblical prophets as Abraham, Moses, and Christ. Whether you live or work alongside Muslims
and want to relate to them better, or you simply want to gain a better understanding of the world’s
second largest religion, Islam For Dummies can help you make sense of this religion and its appeal.
From the Qur’an to Ramadan, this friendly guide introduces you to the origins, practices and beliefs
of Islam, including: Muhammad, the man and the legend The Five Pillars of Wisdom The Five Essentials beliefs of Islam The diﬀerent branches of Islam and Islamic sects The Qur’an and Islamic law Islam throughout history and its impact around the world Professor Malcolm Clark explores the roots
of Islam, how it has developed over the centuries, and it’s long and complex relationship with Christianity. He helps puts Islam in perspective as a major cultural and geopolitical force. And he provided
helpful insights into, among other things: Muhammad, the Qur’an and the ethical teachings of Islam
Muslim worship, customs, and rituals surrounding birth, marriage, and death Shi’ites, Sunnis, Suﬁs,
Druze, and other important Muslim groups Islam in relation to Judaism and Christianity In these troubled times, it is important that we try to understand the belief systems of others, for through understanding comes peace. Islam For Dummies helps you build bridges of understanding between you
and your neighbors in the global village. Islam For Dummies (9781119642978) was previously published as Islam For Dummies (9780764555039). While this version features a new Dummies cover
and design, the content is the same as the prior release and should not be considered a new or updated product.
This book is one of the many Islamic publications distributed by Mustafa Organization throughout
the world in diﬀerent languages with the aim of conveying the message of Islam to the people of the
world. Mustafa Organization is a registered Organization that operates and is sustained through collaborative eﬀorts of volunteers in many countries around the world, and it welcomes your involvement and support. Its objectives are numerous, yet its main goal is to spread the truth about the Islamic faith in general and the Shi`a School of Thought in particular due to the latter being misrepresented, misunderstood and its tenets often assaulted by many ignorant folks, Muslims and non-Muslims. Organization's purpose is to facilitate the dissemination of knowledge through a global medium, the Internet, to locations where such resources are not commonly or easily accessible or are resented, resisted and fought!
Buku ini, menarasikan perjalanan peradaban sejarah Islam dari masa ke masa. Tidak hanya dalam
konteks timur, akan tetapi barat hingga asia ditulis dengan begitu apik. Membaca buku ini, membuat pembaca dapat menyimpulkan bahwa sejarah islam tidak lahir tanpa tujuan Tujuan itulah yang
mengantarkan Islam ke masa kejayaan, walupun pada akhir Islam pun juga mengalami fase kemunduran. Buku ini diorientasikan untuk memberikan pencerahan soal potret peristiwa terbentuknya sejarah peradaban Islam. Bukan hanya itu, buku ini pun dapat digunakan dalam upaya membangun
kembali, Islam, seperti masa kejayaan yang dipenuhi dengan pengetahuan.
Gold Winner of the 2012 Benjamin Franklin Award and the 2012 Independent Publisher Book Award!
This is a deﬁnitive book on the Suﬁ “way of blame” that addresses the cultural life of Suﬁsm in its entirety. Originating in ninth-century Persia, the “way of blame” (Arab. malamatiyya) is a little-known

As a non-dogmatic religion, paganism is a spiritualty that is variously interpreted in terms of nature
worship, this-worldliness, the valuing of the physical, and multiple understandings of the sacred. Like
most religions, pagan spirituality also entertains the experience of mystical ecstasy as an intense
state of psycho-spiritual consciousness that radically diverges from ordinary waking awareness. This
volume addresses two fundamental questions, namely: “how do the world’s religions understand the
mystical and its pursuit?”, and “how and why does paganism oﬀer something diﬀerent?” Proverbially, the mystical quest is an ultimate human endeavour. The re-emergence of pagan thought in contemporary times challenges the obsolete and unlocks both innovation and available forms of
transpersonal emancipation.
Suﬁsm is all too often associated just with 'mysticism' in the West. The author of this new textbook,
a former pupil of Annemarie Schimmel, suggests that conﬂating Suﬁsm and mysticism is only partially valid. He shows that the vast majority of Suﬁ practice, both historically and in the contemporary
world, has little or nothing to do with a esoteric transcendence but is rather focused on contemplative activity. Such practice might involve art, music, devotional shrine visitation - even politics and
psychology. Placing Suﬁsm in a wider Islamic contemplative context enables Arthur F Buehler to examine Suﬁ history, as well as current application, against a backdrop that is richer and more inclusive than that portrayed in many competing introductory surveys. Discussing the origins of Suﬁsm;
the development of Suﬁ lineages (via three founder ﬁgures); Suﬁ lodges and the role of Suﬁsm in
colonial resistance; Suﬁ poetry; Suﬁ shrines, and Suﬁsm in the West, the author rescues his topic
from the idea that it means only union with the divine. In this original new treatment, Suﬁsm
emerges as complex and multi-layered.
The American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences (AJISS), established in 1984, is a quarterly, double
blind peer-reviewed and interdisciplinary journal, published by the International Institute of Islamic
Thought (IIIT), and distributed worldwide. The journal showcases a wide variety of scholarly research
on all facets of Islam and the Muslim world including subjects such as anthropology, history, philosophy and metaphysics, politics, psychology, religious law, and traditional Islam.
Analyzing the concept of ḥikmah in early Islamic texts, this book brings earliest scholarly materials
to the service of modern readers and thus oﬀers a comprehensive contextualization of this subtle
and elusive notion in the collective usage of early Muslim authors, especially in the works of lexicographers, exegetes, philosophers, and Suﬁs.
Many non-Muslims have no idea that Muslims worship the same God as Christians and Jews, and that
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tradition within larger Suﬁsm that focused on the psychology of egoism and engaged in self-critique.
Later, the term referred to those Suﬁs who shunned Islamic literalism and formalism, thus being worthy of “blame.” Yannis Toussulis may be the ﬁrst to explore the relation between this controversial
movement and the larger tradition of Suﬁsm, as well as between Suﬁsm and Islam generally,
throughout history to the present. Both a Western professor of the psychology of religion and a Suﬁ
practitioner, Toussulis has studied malamatiyya for over a decade. Explaining Suﬁsm as a lifelong
practice to become a “perfect mirror in which God contemplates Himself,” he draws on and critiques
contemporary interpretations by G. I Gurdjieﬀ, J. G. Bennett, and Idries Shah, as well as on Frithjof
Schuon, Martin Lings, and Seyyed Hossein Nasr. He also contributes personal research conducted
with one of the last living representatives of the way of blame in Turkey today, Mehmet Selim Ozic.
The Suﬁs were heirs to a tradition of Islamic mysticism, and they have generally been viewed as
standing more or less apart from the social order. Professor Eaton contends to the contrary that the
Suﬁs were an integral part of their society, and that an understanding of their interaction with it is essential to an understanding of the Suﬁs themselves. In investigating the Suﬁs of Bijapur in South India, (he author identiﬁes three fundamental questions. What was the relationship, he asks, between
the Suﬁs and Bijapur's 'ulama, the upholders of Islamic orthodoxy? Second, how did the Suﬁs relate
to the Bijapur court? Finally, how did they interact with the non-Muslim population surrounding
them, and how did they translate highly developed mystical traditions into terms meaningful to that
population? In answering these questions, the author advances our knowledge of an important but
little-studied city-state in medieval India. Originally published in 1978. The Princeton Legacy Library
uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books
from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original
texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions.
The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
In our age of globalization and multiculturalism, it has never been more important for Americans to
understand and appreciate foreign cultures and how people live, love, and learn in areas of the
world unfamiliar to most U.S. students and the general public. The four volumes in our cultural sociology reference encyclopedia take a step forward in this endeavor by presenting concise information
on those regions likely to be most "foreign" to U.S. students: the Middle East, Asia, and Africa. The intent is to convey what daily life is like for people in these selected regions. It is hoped entries within
these volumes will aid readers in eﬀorts to understand the importance of cultural sociology, to appreciate the eﬀects of cultural forces around the world, and to learn the history of countries and cultures within these important regions.
Robert Rozehnal traces the ritual practices and identity politics of a contemporary Suﬁ order in Pakistan: the Chishti Sabris. He takes multiple perspectives from the rich Urdu writings of Twentieth Century Suﬁ masters, to the complex spiritual life of contemporary disciples and the order's growing
transnational networks.
The most broadly accepted explanation of Suﬁsm is the etymological derivation of the term from the
Arabic for “wool,” ṣūf, associating practitioners with a preference for poor, rough clothing. This explanation clearly identiﬁes Suﬁsm with ascetical practice and the importance of manifesting spiritual
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poverty through material poverty. In fact, some of the earliest “Western” descriptions of individuals
now widely associated with the larger phenomenon of Suﬁsm identiﬁed them with the Arabic term
faqīr, mendicant, or its most common Persian equivalent, darwīsh. Suﬁsm, as presented here embraces a host of features including the ritual, institutional, psychological, hermeneutical, artistic, literary, ethical, and epistemological. This second edition of Historical Dictionary of Suﬁsm contains a
chronology, an introduction, a glossary, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has
over 1,000 cross-referenced entries on important personalities, major historical ﬁgures and movements, practices, economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture. This book is an excellent access
point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about Suﬁsm.
Considers how Lessing's exposure to a particular aspect of tasawwuf, the classical Suﬁ Way, has
shaped her work. Impresses upon the reader the degree to which Lessing is seriously oﬀering her
space-ﬁction utopias as plausible and even necessary alternatives to our present Western ways of
life.
This book combines scholarly research into certain aspect of Suﬁ doctrines and history with a penetrating account of the spiritual and metaphysical message and signiﬁcance of Suﬁsm as a living spiritual tradition. In an original discussion, unlike anything that has appeared before in studies of
Suﬁsm, the author places special accent on the pertinence of Suﬁ teachings to the most acute contemporary problems. The book addresses itself to both the ever-increasing Western public interested in Suﬁsm and to the Western-educated Muslim interested in his own spiritual heritage. Dr. Nasr
draws on his intimate knowledge of the Suﬁ literature in Arabic and Persian as well as his ﬁrst-hand
knowledge of Suﬁ tradition itself to produce this further volume in his numerous studies on the diﬀerent facets of Islam.
This book explores Muslims' conception of themselves as "the people of the book" and explains the
multifaceted meanings of this concept. Published jointly with the Library of Congress, it is an illustrated history of the book and the written word in the Islamic world.
Publisher description
Dynamic Islam analyzes the lives and works of four of the most inﬂuential liberal diaspora Muslim intellectuals of the late twentieth and early twenty-ﬁrst centuries-Fatima Mernissi, Leila Ahmed, Fazlur
Rahman, and Mohammed Arkoun. These proliﬁc scholars are among the ﬁrst generation of Muslims
writing in Western languages who have intentionally directed their works toward audiences in the
West, as well as the Muslim world. Jon Armajani examines the way these cutting-edge scholars have
interpreted the Quran, Hadith, and Islamic history as they have constructed their visions for Islam in
the modern world. Armajani vividly describes their perspectives on women and gender, veiling, Islamic revivalism, Islam and democracy, and Islamic mysticism. The volume also situates their ideas
with respect to conservatively minded western Muslims and Islamic revivalists.
This book explores the correlation between anti-theological thought and the rise of Islamism in the
twentieth century by examining Egypt's Muslim Brotherhood and the leadership of Umar al-Tilmisani
(d. 1986).
"It is rare to see a publication which includes personalities from both Shia and Sunni schools of
thought and which is so much needed in today's turbulent world. This book, I believe will . . . enrich
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our understanding of not only the historical but the contemporary history of the Muslim."—Ahmed J.
Versi, chief editor of The Muslim News (London) Who have been the Muslim world's most inﬂuential
people? What were their ideas, thoughts, and achievements? In one hundred short and engaging
proﬁles of these extraordinary people, fourteen hundred years of the vast and rich history of the Muslim world is unfolded. For anyone interested in getting an intimate view of Islam through its kings
and scholars, generals and sportsmen, architects and scientists, and many others—this is the book
for you. Among those proﬁled are the Prophet Muhammad, the Caliph Umar, Imam Husain, Abu Hanifa, Harun al-Rashid, al-Khwarizmi, al-Ghazali, Saladin, Rumi, Ibn Battuta, Sinan, Ataturk, Iqbal, Jinnah, Ayatollah Khomeini, Malcolm X, and Muhammad Ali.
Ibn 'Abbad of Ronda (1332-1390) wrote to his friends in Fez from the small Moroccan town of Sale.
Here are selections of his letters, dating from 1365 to 1375, blending the lay movement of his time
and the Suﬁ traditions of his past into a fresh spirituality.
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oﬀers a critical perspective on Western attitudes towards Islam and Suﬁsm, clarifying its contemporary importance, both in the West and in traditional Suﬁ homelands. Finally, it provides access to the
voices of Suﬁ authorities, through the translation of texts being oﬀered in English for the ﬁrst time.
Suﬁsm is a growing and global phenomenon, far from the declining relic it was once thought to be.
This book brings together the work of fourteen leading experts to explore systematically the key
themes of Suﬁsm's new global presence, from Yemen to Senegal via Chicago and Sweden. The contributors look at the global spread and stance of such major actors as the Ba 'Alawiyya, the 'Afropolitan' Tijaniyya, and the Gülen Movement. They map global Suﬁ culture, from Rumi to rap, and ask
how global Suﬁsm accommodates diﬀerent and contradictory gender practices. They examine the
contested and shifting relationship between the Islamic and the universal: is Suﬁsm the timeless and
universal essence of all religions, the key to tolerance and co-existence between Muslims and non-Muslims? Or is it the purely Islamic heart of traditional and authentic practice and belief? Finally, the
book turns to politics. States and political actors in the West and in the Muslim world are using the
mantle and language of Suﬁsm to promote their objectives, while Suﬁs are building alliances with
them against common enemies. This raises the diﬃcult question of whether Suﬁs are defending Islam against extremism, supporting despotism against democracy, or perhaps doing both.
Presents the lives and sayings of some of the most renowned ﬁgures in the Islamic Suﬁ tradition,
translated into a contemporary American English from the Persian of the poet Farid al-Din 'Att'r.

Suﬁsm is a religion which emphasizes direct knowledge of the divine within each person, and meditation, music, song, and dance are seen as crucial spiritual strides toward attaining unity with God.
Suﬁ paths of mysticism and devotion, motivated by Islamic ideals, are still chosen by men and women in countries from Morocco to China, and there are nearly one hundred orders around the world,
eighty of which are present and thriving in the United States. The Chishti Suﬁ order has been the
most widespread and popular of all Suﬁ traditions since the twelfth-century. Suﬁ Martyrs of Love
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